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1
ADAPTATION OF MOBILITY PARAMETERS
BASED ON USER EQUIPMENT
MEASUREMENT AVAILABILITY

RELATED APPLICATION

This application was originally filed as PCT Application
No. PCT/FI2013/050309 filed Mar. 20, 2013 which claims
priority benefit from U.S. Application No. 61/615,568, filed
Mar. 26, 2012.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The long term evolution (LTE) of the third generation
partnership project (3GPP), and particularly heterogeneous
network (HetNet) mobility and enhancements for diverse
data applications (EDDA) may benefit from adaptable mobil-
ity parameters. More specifically, adaptation of mobility
parameters based on user equipment measurement character-
istics, such as measurement availability, can be applied in
these areas, among others.

2. Description of the Related Art

Enhancements for diverse data applications (EDDA) can
cover various applications and interrelationships. One such
related area is the area of discontinuous reception (DRX). For
example, enhancements may be made to DRX configuration/
control mechanisms to be more responsive to the needs and
activity of either single or multiple applications running in
parallel, with improved adaptability to time-varying traffic
profiles and to application requirements, thereby allowing for
an improved optimization of the trade-off between perfor-
mance and user equipment (UE) battery consumption.

Moreover, robust mobility functionality under various sup-
ported assumptions for the availability of user equipment
measurements can be ensured or taken into account, as well as
user equipment power consumption and complexity. 3GPP
technical specification (TS) 36.331 describes radio resource
control (RRC) connected mode handover mobility and 3GPP
TS 36.133 describes user equipment minimum performance
requirements including performance requirements related to
measurements in RRC connected mode with and without
DRX, both of which are incorporated herein by reference in
their entirety.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For proper understanding of the invention, reference
should be made to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1A illustrates occurrence of ping pong handovers and
FIG. 1B illustrates occurrence of radio link failure when a
user equipment (UE) has high traffic.

FIG. 2A illustrates occurrence of ping pong handovers and
FIG. 2B illustrates occurrence of radio link failure when a
user equipment (UE) has low traffic.

FIG. 3 illustrates a method according to certain embodi-
ments.

FIG. 4 illustrates another method according to certain
embodiments.

FIG. 5 illustrates reporting configuration according to cer-
tain embodiments.

FIG. 6 illustrates an embodiment in which a UE is config-
ured with long DRX of 640 ms, no Short DRX, and a long
inactivity timer of 200 ms.

FIG. 7 illustrates another embodiment, in which the UE is
configured with long DRX of 640 ms and short inactivity
timer.
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FIG. 8 illustrates another method according to certain
embodiments.

FIG. 9 illustrates a system according to certain embodi-
ments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In smart phones and other communication devices, the
traffic activity may vary considerably. At some point of time
the user may have an active browsing session, or even a
real-time video conference, whereas at the next moment, such
as when the browsing or conference ends, there may be only
background traffic consisting of relatively infrequent updat-
ing of emails, weather forecast widgets, or the like. This
variation in use of the device can cause a lot of variation in the
traffic to and from the device. Therefore, the UE can be
configured with DRX to allow power saving when there is no
traffic.

DRX can cause unpredictability in handover measure-
ments. In particular, DRX can cause unpredictability because
measurement requirements and reporting criteria can differ
according to the length of the DRX cycle length or interval.
Thus, long DRX cycles or intervals may have more relaxed
requirements. In long term evolution (LTE), the UE measure-
ment requirements with DRX are roughly based on an
assumption that the UE measures only during the DRX on-
duration, namely once per DRX cycle. However, the UE may
measure more frequently than required, for example, when
there is a lot of traffic and it is monitoring the physical down-
link control channel (PDCCH) and consequently has its
receiver on anyway.

Simulation studies illustrate the phenomenon that long
DRX can cause irregularities with mobility, as shown in
FIGS.1A, 1B, 2A, and 2B, ifthe DRX opportunities are used
by the UE and no measurements are performed when in DRX,
for example, when the UE is not required to receive physical
downlink control channel (PDCCH). These irregularities can
be because long delays in measurements produce delays to
the handovers, which show as radio link failures (RLFs) or
handover failures.

Keeping the UE in connected mode with long DRX is one
approach for handling the background traffic of smart phones
without compromising power saving or experienced quality
of service. Connected mode DRX can lead to significant
power savings for UEs having infrequent UL/DL transmis-
sions, as compared to not entering DRX at all. However, with
long DRX the UE measurement requirements are more
relaxed, which may in some cases reduce the mobility robust-
ness. Currently, UE measurement requirements are specified
such that the UE is in practice only required to perform
measurements roughly at a rate depending on the length of the
DRX cycle. In practice, this may mean that to fulfill the
requirements the UE only needs to perform measurements
once per DRX cycle, which can be during the on-duration.
However, when the UE is actively scheduled with UL/DL
data in a frequent or continuous manner the UE can typically
also perform frequent or continuous mobility measurement
and can consequently have good measurements available for
mobility event evaluation. On the other hand, when DRX is
applied and the UE receiver is allowed to be powered off, for
example due to a temporary stop or gap in the user data flow,
uplink (UL)/downlink (DL) data transmission, the UE may
not/will not perform continuous measurements. Instead, the
UE may perform measurements only according minimum
requirements, for example, following the requirements
depending on DRX rules. UE may also measure only accord-
ing to the minimum requirements, for example infrequently,
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even if it has active traffic. Similarly, even if the UE has no or
little traffic it may measure during the DRX opportunity
possibly more frequently than required by the specification or
measurement configuration received from the network. Also,
how often the UE measures may be irregular and change
quickly, for example, from one DRX cycle to another. Of
course, these requirements are according to agreed standards,
and can change. Thus, these are not requirements in order to
practice certain embodiments.

FIG. 1A illustrates ping pong (handovers) and FIG. 1B
illustrates radio link failure when a user equipment (UE) has
high traffic, which can correspond to being scheduled very
often and therefore the UE is performing mobility measure-
ments and evaluation rather frequently. In this case, filtering
of measurements can be used in order to avoid an increase in
the amount of ping pong handovers. Ping pong handovers can
refer to a situation in which a UE makes a handover from a
source cell to a target cell and then subsequently another
handover back to the original source cell within a short time.
The short time may be, for example, in the simulation results,
1 second. Parameters used in the illustrated simulation are as
follows: on-duration value of 5 ms, inactivity timer value of
10 ms, measurement filtering value of 1-5 samples, and new
packets generated every 10 ms. In the simulations these
parameters generated a UE behavior where the UE is in DRX
active time on average 120-130 ms per DRX cycle of 640 ms.

Thus FIG. 1 illustrates a high measurement availability
case, in which a macro-pico HetNet including 21 macro cells,
3 pico cells, 300 users was simulated with constant bit rate
traffic, having 10 ms packet interval and 24 kbps data rate, and
with long DRX cycle of 640 ms. The exemplified speed case
was for a device travelling at 30 km/h. The two figures respec-
tively illustrate the radio link failures (RLFs), FIG. 1A, and
ping-pong handover levels, FIG. 1B. The averaging window
is represented by the number of averaged samples, which
could vary from 1 up to 5.

FIG. 2A illustrates occurrence of ping pong handovers and
FIG. 2B illustrates occurrence of radio link failure when a
user equipment (UE) has low traffic. Thus, in these figures
relate to UE that is not scheduled very often and is performing
measurements infrequently and irregularly. Here, the UE is
performing measurements according to minimum require-
ments and thus has, on average, fewer measurements avail-
able for mobility evaluation per time compared to the UE in
FIGS. 1A and 1B. Therefore, in order not to trigger RLF, the
filtering applied can be short. In this case, having short filter-
ing does not have a negative impact on the ping-pong han-
dover (HO) rate, because there is a longer interval between
measurement samples.

FIGS. 2A and 2B, therefore, illustrate a low measurement
availability case in which a macro-pico HetNet includes 21
macro cells, 3 pico cells, and 300 users. In this scenario, there
is constant bit rate traffic, having 1 s packet interval and 24
kbps data rate, with long DRX cycle of 640 ms. The exem-
plified speed case in this simulation was for 30 km/h. The two
figures respectively illustrate the radio link failures (RLFs),
FIG. 2B, and ping-pong handover levels, FIG. 2A. The aver-
aging window is represented by the number of averaged
samples, which could vary from 1 up to 5.

The simulation figures illustrate that the optimal averaging
of'measurements can depend on UE measurement availability
and/or rate. In the figures, the UE is doing measurements only
when not in DRX, that is, when the receiver is active due to
PDCCH monitoring according to DRX rules. Therefore,
there are more measurement samples per time unit in the high
traffic case, 10 ms packet interval shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B,
than in the lower traffic case, 1 s packet interval shown in
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FIGS. 2A and 2B. This is because in the high traffic case the
UE receiver is active in a more continuous manner, and thus
the UE can perform more measurements, as long as the UE
receiver is on, thereby increasing the accuracy of the mea-
surements and reducing the measurement delay.

On the other hand, for a low traffic case the UE is perform-
ing measurements rather infrequently, roughly once per DRX
cycle, as required at minimum. In this case the best overall
handover performance is obtained with short filtering of, for
example, 2 samples due to decrease in mobility delay. In
contrast, in high measurement availability cases like those of
FIGS. 1A-1B, short filtering can lead to more ping-pong
handovers, due to lack of filtering in time. For the high avail-
ability case filtering 5 samples may be a good setting, in that
it removes impact from for example fast fades, while long
filtering on the other hand can cause a high number of RLFs
for a low availability case.

The reason for these differences is the different measure-
ment interval between the cases. In the low availability case,
the UE is using the DRX opportunities and measuring only
once per DRX cycle, thus optimizing the power saving and
measuring according to minimum requirements, whereas in
the high availability case the UE does measurements more
frequently and has many more measurement samples avail-
able.

Accordingly, certain embodiments provide a method in
which the applied measurement filtering, and/or the need for
filtering, depends on the availability of measurements over
time. This method can take into account the flexible schedul-
ing possibilities as well as continue to ensure enabling of UE
power savings.

Thus, certain embodiments can address the situation in
which, with DRX for example, varying measurement rate
makes triggering of events, such as handovers, or sending of
measurement reports based on triggered events from UE to
network prone to errors. Certain embodiments can address
this situation by adaptively using a different event triggering
depending on measurement rate and/or availability.

Thus, in certain embodiments, a user equipment can adjust,
either autonomously or under guidance of the network, the
mobility parameters based on the measurement rate/avail-
ability.

Measurement availability, with DRX, can be irregular
depending on when exactly within the DRX cycle UE hap-
pens to be active and/or happens to measure. So measurement
availability can be an indication of how many (for example,
recent) measurements are currently available for making a
decision with respect to event triggering, for events such as
handover or sending of a measurement report.

In one example case, measurement filtering values depend
on the amount of available measurements per time window.
Measurement availability could, by using E-UTRAN as
example, depend on the applied DRX state.

In another example case, the event triggering is adjusted
according to currently applied DRX status. In practice, the
triggering level, which is based on the measured and poten-
tially filtered quantity, for example reference signal received
power (RSRP) and/or reference signal received quality
(RSRQ) on the UE side for sending a measurement report,
can be adjusted according to measurement rate/availability.
Thus, the UE can adjust, based on specific rules, the entry and
possibly leaving conditions for configured events.

More specifically, certain embodiments involve determin-
ing a number of a plurality of measurements available for
making a handover decision and adapting a filtering value/
measurement report trigger value/threshold value/time to
trigger value/hysteresis value in dependence of said number.
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The number of a plurality of measurements available can be
measured over a fixed time duration. Likewise, the number of
a plurality of measurements available can be measured over
one or more DRX cycles.

In E-UTRAN RRC Connected mode the UE may at some
points in time be doing frequent measurements while at other
points in time the UE can, for example, have longer periods of
inactivity where the UE is actively applying DRX, such as
having long sleep opportunities, and thus possibly measuring
less frequently. The UE can be configured with DRX accord-
ing to 3GPP TS 36.331. The details of the DRX configuration
possibilities for RRC Connected mode are described in 3GPP
TS 36.300 and 3GPP TS 36.331 while 3GPP TS 36.321
defines the basic requirements on how the UE shall monitor
the PDCCH accordingly. These specifications are incorpo-
rated herein by reference in their entirety, but are not limiting
on certain embodiments. Thus, it is not required that certain
embodiments comply with 3GPP specifications.

Performance requirements describing the minimum UE
performance including, for example, measurements per-
formed by UE in RRC Connected mode are described in
3GPP TS 36.133, including both requirements for non-DRX
and DRX cases. Here, the minimum requirements follow the
configured and applied DRX in order to enable maximum UE
power savings. In general, these requirements state that when
the UE is continuously monitoring the PDCCH the UE shall
perform frequent measurements while a UE applying DRX
may apply less strict measurements following the DRX
awake periods for increased/maximized UE sleep and
thereby increased power savings. Details can be seen from
3GPP TS 36.133. This specification is also incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety, but is not limiting on certain
embodiments. Thus, as noted above, it is not required that
certain embodiments comply with 3GPP specifications.

The rules by which the mobility measurement parameters
are used to adapt the mobility parameters can be, for example,
according to the following listed steps. In the following,
E-UTRAN has been used as an example case, but certain
embodiments can apply to other systems.

FIG. 3 illustrates a method according to certain embodi-
ments. The method of FIG. 3 may be performed by, for
example, a user equipment. As shown in FIG. 3, at 310, the
UE can monitor measurement availability based on one or
more of the following. For example, the monitoring can be
based on, 311, previously observed measurement activity. For
example, the previously observed measurement activity can
include the number of measurements the UE has done during
a certain time window, for example a configured length such
as 640 ms, or a length related to DRX cycle such as the
previous one or more DRX cycles. The number of DRX
cycles can be specifically an integer number of DRX cycles.
In some embodiments the length of the time window and/or
threshold between high and low measurement availability
may depend on the event that is being evaluated: for example,
different events may be associated with different time win-
dows and/or different thresholds.

Additionally, or alternatively, the monitoring can be based
on, 313, known or predicted near-future measurement avail-
ability. For example, it can be based on how many measure-
ments the UE knows or predicts the UE will have within a
certain time, for example until the next DRX cycle starts, or
until the next measurement event evaluation. In another
option, at 315, the monitoring can be based on how many
measurement opportunities have there been during a certain
time window.

Moreover, another option is that the monitoring can be
based on, at 317, the number or ratio of active subframes,
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those subframes when the receiver is on, or UE is monitoring
PDCCH and/or performing/able to perform measurements,
the UE has had during the one or more previous DRX cycles
or specified time window. In a further option, at 319, the
monitoring can be based on configured DRX parameters,
such as, for example, cycle length.

The measurement availability can be compared to a crite-
rion/criteria at 320. Based on the outcome of the measure-
ment availability determination, such as whether itis below or
above a threshold, various actions can be taken.

Forexample, at 321, it can be determined that a low number
of'measurements is available. Thus, for example at 322, a long
measurement interval can be detected or assumed, such as
once per DRX cycle on-duration. The user equipment can
then, at 323, select mobility parameters optimized for low
measurement availability/rate. For example, the user equip-
ment can apply a short measurement averaging window for
the handover evaluation, or for other event evaluation or for
filtering of measurement samples in general. Fewer samples
are, in certain embodiments, obtained per time unit, and
therefore a shorter sliding window is applied in order to keep
the triggering delay reasonable. Possibly, the user equipment
can also apply a larger threshold or hysteresis value for han-
dover, which is configured to compensate for decreased accu-
racy while still enabling quick reaction.

Alternatively, the UE can determine, at 325, that a high
number of measurements are available. For example, at 326,
the UE can detect or assume a short measurement interval.
The short measurement interval may be, for example, more
often than once per DRX cycle on-duration, such as once per
every 40 ms. Then, at 327, the user equipment can select
mobility parameters optimized for a frequent or continuous
measurement availability/rate. For example, the UE can
apply a long measurement averaging window for the han-
dover evaluation. The more measurement samples available
within certain time window, previously and/or predicted near
term future, the more measurements can be available for
averaging per time. Thus, a more accurate result can be pro-
vided. Moreover, the sliding window filter can be longer, but
also possibly a smaller threshold or hysteresis value can be
applied for triggering handover, for example due to more
precise measurement results. In some cases, the measurement
averaging window length, in time, can also be the same as in
case with low number of measurements available, but the
number of samples obtained within the window can vary.

The information about what the user equipment selected as
mobility parameters optimized for either a frequent or con-
tinuous measurement availability/rate or low measurement
availability/rate may be indicated, for example signaled to the
eNB, as well. Different mobility parameter set may be also
used for regular and irregular measurement availability.

FIG. 4 illustrates another method according to certain
embodiments. The method of FIG. 4 can be performed by a
network, and more specifically by an element of the network,
such as a base station or eNode B or an element of a core
network.

As shown in FIG. 4, a method can include, at 410, config-
uring the rules by which the adaptation is done, for example
the separate measurement configurations for high and low
measurement availability/rate. The method can also include,
at 420, communicating the rules to the user equipment. Alter-
natively, these rules can be fixed in a specification.

In some embodiments, these rules or parameters may be
determined autonomously by the UE e.g. based on the UE
measurement capabilities or the history of information of
measurement activity, and possibly signaled to the network.
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In some embodiments, these rules or parameters (e.g.
threshold levels) may be indicated by eNB to UE from a finite
set of options or configurations.

Depending on the implementation, at 415, one or several
different mobility related parameters can be adapted based on
measurement availability/rate. The adapted parameters can
include measurement filter coefficient or length, triggering
threshold, offset, time-to-trigger, hysteresis and/or event
evaluation or triggering interval.

The configuration of the rules and adaptation of the param-
eters can be based on, at 413, monitoring or predicting mea-
surement availability. Additionally, the network can, at 414,
receive measurement information including measurements or
information about measurements from the user equipment
and can base the configuration and adaptation on such infor-
mation.

In some embodiments, the user equipment may include
information of the filtering or event triggering configuration
that used in the measurement report or other signaling based
on event triggering. There may be an indication whether high
or low measurement availability/rate configuration was used
for triggering the event or report. Additionally or alternatively
there may be an indication of exact number of measurement
samples that was used for evaluating the event triggering
condition. A standard can be used to implement certain
embodiments. The standard can specify, for example, just the
scaling of mobility parameters when the number of recent
measurements available is low vs. high. For example, the user
equipment can be required to shorten the L3 filter or other
measurement filter with a certain factor, thus for example
scaling L3 filterCoefficient k, increase/decrease the trigger-
ing threshold, offset, time-to-trigger, hysteresis and/or event
evaluation or triggering interval by another factor.

In some embodiments there can be more than two levels of
measurement availability/rate associated with different sets
of mobility parameters. Alternatively or additionally to mea-
surement availability/rate threshold based use of different
mobility parameter sets, the mobility parameter values may
be scaled based on the measurement availability/rate. In prac-
tice this can be implemented and supported by technical
specifications in many different ways. The following illus-
trates a practical example of how it could be realized by
support of RRC signaling and the behavioral description
above.

One way to include the above-described behavior in con-
figuration in E-UTRAN is illustrated here using the reporting
configuration for E-UTRAN from 3GPP TS 36.331 release 9.
New fields are high-lighted using event A3 as an example. See
FIG. 5, which illustrates reporting configuration according to
certain embodiments.

Specifically, as shown in FIG. 5 the information element
(IE), ReportConfigEUTRA, can be modified to include a new
field, such as a3-Offset-2, which can be an offset value to be
used in EUTRA measurement report triggering condition for
event a3. The offset can be used when measurement avail-
ability per time window is below configured threshold. The
actual value can be IE value*0.5 dB. Moreover, the informa-
tion element can be modified to include a field, timeToTrig-
ger2, which can be atime during which specific criteria for the
event need(s) to be met in order to trigger a measurement
report. This time can be used when measurement availability
per time window is below configured threshold.

Furthermore, the information element can be modified to
include a field, threshold-RSRP-2, which can be a second
RSRP based threshold for event evaluation. The actual value
can be IE value-140 dBm. Additionally, the information ele-
ment can be modified to include a field, threshold-RSRQ-2,
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which can be a second RSRQ based threshold for event evalu-
ation. The actual value can be (IE value-40)/2 dB.

In addition, MeasurementAvailabilityThreshold can be
defined to refer to a threshold indicating the amount of mea-
surements that needs to be available per Measurement-
TimeWindow for selecting between handover parameters
set]l and set2. MeasurementTimeWindow can be defined to
refer to a time window used for determining the amount of
available measurements.

It should be noted that coding and wording are just illus-
trative examples. Variations on the coding and wording are
also permitted.

A definition of when the UE applies parameters for differ-
ent measurement availabilities/rates can also be provided.
This definition can be specified in many ways and it can
depend on one or more of the following. For example, the UE
can apply parameters for different measurement availabilities
when the UE is having a lower number of measurements
available for mobility evaluation per time period than a given
threshold, when the UE is applying DRX longer then a given
threshold, when the UE is in low/high mobility state, when
the UE is served by a macro cell/small cell/pico cell/femto
cell, or when the UE is slow/fast moving. These options can
be used alone or in combination with one another.

FIG. 6 illustrates an embodiment in which a UE is config-
ured with long DRX of 640 ms, no short DRX, and a long
inactivity timer of 200 ms. In this case, the UE can easily
know or predict when to apply which set of mobility param-
eters based simply on whether the UE is scheduled or not.

In one implementation alternative, the handover events can
be re-evaluated when the UE switches from one set of mobil-
ity parameters to another, even though no new measurement
samples have been obtained since the previous evaluation of
events. If a UE switches to a mobility parameter set config-
ured for low measurement availability, the UE may re-evalu-
ate the handover events according to the new parameters
using recent, existing measurement samples without waiting
for further measurement samples to be collected at a low rate.
Or if the UE goes to DRX and it is known that most likely,
unless there is for example unexpected uplink (UL) traffic, no
further measurement samples will be obtained until the next
DRX cycle, the UE may switch the mobility parameter set
immediately if it would anyway be switched before the next
measurement sample.

In another example, the mobility parameter set to be used,
and the corresponding handover events, can be re-evaluated
when there is an absence of a measurement sample. For
example, the re-evaluation can take place when the UE would
have obtained another measurement sample, but the measure-
ment was omitted due to DRX. This may happen for example
when the UE has been performing measurements at regular
intervals, but then at some point of time the UE does not
perform the expected measurement due to e.g. DRX.

FIG. 7 illustrates another embodiment, in which the UE is
configured with long DRX of 640 ms and short inactivity
timer. In this case the UE can use the history of measurement
samples available in order to decide which set of mobility
parameters to apply.

In certain embodiments mobility parameter settings for UE
measurements can take into account the UE measurement
availability. Thus, UE can change the parameter setting on the
go without reconfiguration from the network. These embodi-
ments can contribute to robustness of mobility and/or power
saving, because fewer measurements may be necessary when
the UE has low traffic, in view of the fact that the mobility
parameters can adapt to the varying measurement availability.
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FIG. 8 illustrates a method according to certain embodi-
ments. The method of FIG. 8 may be performed by, for
example, a user equipment. The method of FIG. 8 can
include, at 810, determining at least one of measurement rate
or measurement availability. The determining can include
determining a number of a plurality of measurements avail-
able for making a handover decision or triggering a measure-
ment event or sending of a measurement report.

The determining can include monitoring availability based
on at least one of previously observed measurement activity,
known or predicted near-future measurement availability, a
number of measurement opportunities during a certain time
window, a number of active subframes the user equipment has
had during at least one previous discontinuous reception
cycle or predetermined time window, or configured discon-
tinuous reception parameters.

The method can also include, at 820, adapting an event
triggering depending on at least one of the measurement rate
or the measurement availability. The event triggering can
include triggering a handover or sending a measurement
report or other signaling containing information of the event
to the network.

The adapting can be performed when the measurement rate
or the measurement availability is above a threshold or below
a threshold. The adapting can include scaling the mobility or
filtering parameters based on the measurement rate or the
measurement availability. The adapting can include adapting
at least one of a filtering value, a measurement report trigger
value, a threshold value, or a hysteresis value. The adapting
can include adapting autonomously or adapting under guid-
ance of a network. The adapting can include adapting the
event triggering depending on a currently applied discontinu-
ous reception status. Adapting under guidance of a network
can mean that network configures the rules or parameters
based on which the adaptation is done. Adapting under guid-
ance of a network can also mean that network determines the
measurement availability or likely measurement availability
for example based on DRX activity of the UE, or receives
signaling indicating the measurement availability from the
UE, and based on the measurement availability then recon-
figures the mobility parameters of the UE. Adapting autono-
mously can mean that UE is adapting based on specified rules
and/or parameters, or that the UE autonomously determines
the rules and/or parameters based on its activity.

The adapting the event triggering can further be based on at
least one of the user equipment having a lower number of
measurements available for mobility evaluation per time
period than a given threshold, the user equipment applying
discontinuous reception longer then a given threshold, the
user equipment being in a low mobility state, the user equip-
ment being in a high mobility, the user equipment being slow
moving, or the user equipment being fast moving, the user
equipment being connected to a certain cell or cell type, e.g.
a small cell or a macro cell.

The method can also include, at 805, identifying the num-
ber of the plurality of measurements available over at least
one of a fixed time duration or one or more DRX cycles. The
method can further include, at 830, filtering measurements
depending on the amount of available measurements per time
window. The filtering can be a way in which the adapting is
implemented. The method can additionally include, at 840,
re-evaluating the event triggering when the user equipment
switches from one set of mobility parameters to another or
when there is an absence of a measurement sample.

FIG. 9 illustrates a system according to certain embodi-
ments. In an example embodiment, a system may include two
devices, user equipment (UE) 910 and eNodeB 920. Each of
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the devices 910 and 920 may be equipped with at least one
processor (respectively 914 and 924), at least one memory
(respectively 915 and 925) (including computer program
instructions or code), a transceiver (respectively 916 and
926), and an antenna (respectively 917 and 927). There is no
requirement that each of these devices be so equipped. For
example, the eNodeB 920 may be equipped for wired com-
munication with a core network (not shown).

The transceiver (respectively 916 and 926) can be a trans-
mitter, a receiver, both a transmitter and a receiver, or a unit
that is configured both for transmission and reception. The
transceiver (respectively 916 and 926) can be coupled to
corresponding one or more antenna(s) (respectively 917 and
927), which may include a directional antenna.

The at least one processor (respectively 914 and 924) can
be variously embodied by any computational or data process-
ing device, such as a central processing unit (CPU) or appli-
cation specific integrated circuit (ASIC). The at least one
processor (respectively 914 and 924) can be implemented as
one or a plurality of controllers.

The at least one memory (respectively 915 and 925) can be
any suitable storage device, such as a non-transitory com-
puter-readable medium. For example, a hard disk drive
(HDD) or random access memory (RAM) can be used in the
at least one memory (respectively 915 and 925). The at least
one memory (respectively 915 and 925) can be on a same chip
as the corresponding at least one processor (respectively 914
and 924), or may be separate from the corresponding at least
one processor (respectively 914 and 924).

The computer program instructions may be any suitable
form of computer program code. For example, the computer
program instructions may be a compiled or interpreted com-
puter program.

The at least one memory (respectively 915 and 925) and
computer program instructions can be configured to, with the
at least one processor (respectively 914 and 924), cause a
hardware apparatus (for example, user equipment 910 or
eNodeB 920) to perform a process, such as any of the pro-
cesses described herein (see, for example, FIGS. 3, 4, and 8).

Thus, in certain embodiments, a non-transitory computer-
readable medium can be encoded with computer instructions
that, when executed in hardware perform a process, such as
one of the processes described herein. Alternatively, certain
embodiments of the present invention may be performed
entirely in hardware.

The devices of the system may also include additional
components. For example, each of user equipment 910 and
eNodeB 920 can include a user interface that is operable
connected to the processor (respectively 914 and 924) and
memory (respectively 915 and 925). That user interface can
include a display, such as a liquid crystal display (LCD) or
organic electroluminescent display (OELD), as well as
speakers or audio outputs. Tactile outputs, such as a haptic
feedback system, can also be included. The user interface
may have a touch screen to receive user input. User input can
also be provided by a keypad, keyboard, microphone, joy-
stick, mouse, trackball, or other input device. Of course, there
is no requirement that the devices include a user interface. For
example, the eNodeB 920 may be embodied in part as a
rack-mounted computer.

The devices of the system can also include peripheral
devices that are connected wirelessly by, for example, a short-
range wireless connection. Thus the devices of the system can
be configured with more than one radio system, and can be
configured for operation in more than one mode.

Although FIG. 9 illustrates a system including a base sta-
tion and a terminal device, certain embodiments may be
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applicable to other embodiments. For example, certain
embodiments may be applicable to device to device commu-
nications between terminals in a cluster or other arrangement.

One having ordinary skill in the art will readily understand
that the invention as discussed above may be practiced with
steps in a different order, and/or with hardware elements in
configurations which are different than those which are dis-
closed. Therefore, although the invention has been described
based upon these preferred embodiments, it would be appar-
ent to those of skill in the art that certain modifications,
variations, and alternative constructions would be apparent,
while remaining within the spirit and scope of the invention.

A method, according to certain embodiments, includes
determining at least one of measurement rate or measurement
availability. The method also includes adapting at least one of
an event triggering or a measurement filtering, depending on
at least one of the measurement rate or the measurement
availability.

The adapting can be performed when the measurement rate
or the measurement availability is above a threshold or below
a threshold.

The adapting can be performed by scaling the event trig-
gering or filtering parameters based on the measurement rate
or the measurement availability.

The determining can include determining a number of a
plurality of measurements available for making a handover
decision.

The determining can include determining a number of a
plurality of measurements available for evaluating an event
triggering condition that may cause a report to be sent from a
user equipment.

The method can also include measuring the number of the
plurality of measurements available over at least one of a
fixed time duration or one or more discontinuous reception
cycles.

The adapting can include adapting at least one of a filtering
value, a filter length, a filter coefficient, a measurement report
trigger value, a threshold time to trigger value, or a hysteresis
value.

The adapting can include adapting autonomously or adapt-
ing under guidance of a network.

The event triggering can include triggering a handover.

The event triggering can include sending from a user
equipment a measurement report or other signaling based on
an event condition being fulfilled.

The method can further include filtering measurements
depending on the amount of available measurements per time
window.

The adapting can include adapting the event triggering
depending on a currently applied discontinuous reception
status or configuration.

The method can further include re-evaluating the event
triggering when the user equipment switches from one set of
mobility parameters to another or when there is an absence of
a measurement sample.

The adapting the event triggering can further be based on at
least one of the user equipment having a lower number of
measurements available for mobility evaluation per time
period than a given threshold, the user equipment applying
discontinuous reception longer than a given threshold, the
user equipment being in a low mobility state, the user equip-
ment being in a high mobility, the user equipment being slow
moving, or the user equipment being fast moving.

The determining can include monitoring availability based
on at least one of previously observed measurement activity,
known or predicted near-future measurement availability, a
number of measurement opportunities during a certain time
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window, a number of active subframes the user equipment has
had during at least one previous discontinuous reception
cycle or predetermined time window, or configured discon-
tinuous reception parameters.

A method according to certain embodiments includes
adapting one or more mobility parameters based on measure-
ment availability or measurement rate. The method also
includes communicating the rules or adaptations to the rules
to a user equipment.

The method can include configuring the rules by which the
adaptation is done.

The method can further include monitoring or predicting
measurement availability or measurement rate for the user
equipment.

The method can additionally include receiving measure-
ment information from the user equipment.

An apparatus, according to certain embodiments, includes
at least one processor and at least one memory including
computer program code. The at least one memory and the
computer program code are configured to, with the at least
one processor, cause the apparatus at least to determine at
least one of measurement rate or measurement availability.
The at least one memory and the computer program code are
also configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to adapt at least one of an event triggering or
a measurement filtering depending on at least one of the
measurement rate or the measurement availability.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to perform the adapting when the measure-
ment rate or the measurement availability is above a threshold
or below a threshold.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to perform the adapting by scaling the event
triggering or filtering parameters based on the measurement
rate or the measurement availability.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to determine a number of a plurality of
measurements available for making a handover decision.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to determine a number of a plurality of
measurements available for evaluating an event triggering
condition that may cause a report to be sent from UE.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to measure the number of the plurality of
measurements available over at least one of a fixed time
duration or one more discontinuous reception cycles.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to adapt at least one of a filtering value, a
filter length, a filter coefficient, a measurement report trigger
value, a threshold time to trigger value, or a hysteresis value.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to adapt autonomously or adapt under guid-
ance of a network.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to trigger the event by triggering a handover.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to send from the user equipment a measure-



US 9,313,702 B2

13

ment report or other signaling based on an event condition
being fulfilled when triggering the event.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to filter measurements depending on the
amount of available measurements per time window.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to adapt the event triggering depending on
a currently applied discontinuous reception status or configu-
ration.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to re-evaluate the event triggering when the
user equipment switches from one set of mobility parameters
to another or when there is an absence of a measurement
sample.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to adapt the event triggering based on at
least one of the user equipment having a lower number of
measurements available for mobility evaluation per time
period than a given threshold, the user equipment applying
discontinuous reception longer than a given threshold, the
user equipment being in a low mobility state, the user equip-
ment being in a high mobility, the user equipment being slow
moving, or the user equipment being fast moving.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to monitor availability based on at least one
of previously observed measurement activity, known or pre-
dicted near-future measurement availability, a number of
measurement opportunities during a certain time window, a
number of active subframes the user equipment has had dur-
ing at least one previous discontinuous reception cycle or
predetermined time window, or configured discontinuous
reception parameters.

An apparatus, in certain embodiments, includes at least one
processor and at least one memory including computer pro-
gram code. The at least one memory and the computer pro-
gram code are configured to, with the at least one processor,
cause the apparatus at least to adapt one or more mobility
parameters based on measurement availability or measure-
mentrate. The at least one memory and the computer program
code are configured to, with the at least one processor, cause
the apparatus at least to communicate the rules or adaptations
to the rules to a user equipment.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to configure the rules by which the adapta-
tion is done.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to monitor predicting measurement avail-
ability or measurement rate for the user equipment.

The at least one memory and the computer program code
can be configured to, with the at least one processor, cause the
apparatus at least to receive measurement information from
the user equipment.

In certain embodiments, a non-transitory computer-read-
able medium is encoded with instructions that, when
executed in hardware, perform a process. The process
includes determining at least one of measurement rate or
measurement availability. The process also includes adapting
at least one of an event triggering or a measurement filtering
depending on at least one of the measurement rate or the
measurement availability.
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The adapting can be performed when the measurement rate
or the measurement availability is above a threshold or below
a threshold.

The adapting can be performed by scaling the event trig-
gering or filtering parameters based on the measurement rate
or the measurement availability.

The determining can include determining a number of a
plurality of measurements available for making a handover
decision.

The determining can include determining a number of a
plurality of measurements available for evaluating an event
triggering condition that may cause a report to be sent from a
user equipment.

The process can also include measuring the number of the
plurality of measurements available over at least one of a
fixed time duration or one more discontinuous reception
cycles.

The adapting can include adapting at least one of a filtering
value, a filter length, a filter coefficient, a measurement report
trigger value, a threshold time to trigger value, or a hysteresis
value.

The adapting can include adapting autonomously or adapt-
ing under guidance of a network.

The event triggering can include triggering a handover.

The event triggering can include sending from a user
equipment a measurement report or other signaling based on
an event condition being fulfilled.

The process can further include filtering measurements
depending on the amount of available measurements per time
window.

The adapting can include adapting the event triggering
depending on a currently applied discontinuous reception
status or configuration.

The process can further include re-evaluating the event
triggering when the user equipment switches from one set of
mobility parameters to another or when there is an absence of
a measurement sample.

The adapting the event triggering can further be based on at
least one of the user equipment having a lower number of
measurements available for mobility evaluation per time
period than a given threshold, the user equipment applying
discontinuous reception longer than a given threshold, the
user equipment being in a low mobility state, the user equip-
ment being in a high mobility, the user equipment being slow
moving, or the user equipment being fast moving.

The determining can include monitoring availability based
on at least one of previously observed measurement activity,
known or predicted near-future measurement availability, a
number of measurement opportunities during a certain time
window, a number of active subframes the user equipment has
had during at least one previous discontinuous reception
cycle or predetermined time window, or configured discon-
tinuous reception parameters.

According to certain embodiments, a non-transitory com-
puter-readable medium is encoded with instructions that,
when executed in hardware, perform a process. The process
includes adapting one or more mobility parameters based on
measurement availability or measurement rate. The process
also includes communicating the rules or adaptations to the
rules to a user equipment.

The process can include configuring the rules by which the
adaptation is done.

The process can further include monitoring or predicting
measurement availability or measurement rate for the user
equipment.

The process can additionally include receiving measure-
ment information from the user equipment.
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An apparatus, according to certain embodiments, includes
determining means for determining at least one of measure-
ment rate or measurement availability. The apparatus also
includes adapting means for adapting at least one of an event
triggering or a measurement filtering depending on at least
one of the measurement rate or the measurement availability.

The adapting can be performed when the measurement rate
or the measurement availability is above a threshold or below
a threshold.

The adapting can be performed by scaling the event trig-
gering or filtering parameters based on the measurement rate
or the measurement availability.

The determining can include determining a number of a
plurality of measurements available for making a handover
decision.

The determining can include determining a number of a
plurality of measurements available for evaluating an event
triggering condition that may cause a report to be sent from a
user equipment.

The apparatus can also include measuring means for mea-
suring the number of the plurality of measurements available
over at least one of a fixed time duration or one more discon-
tinuous reception cycles.

The adapting can include adapting at least one of a filtering
value, a filter length, a filter coefficient, a measurement report
trigger value, a threshold time to trigger value, or a hysteresis
value.

The adapting can include adapting autonomously or adapt-
ing under guidance of a network.

The event triggering can include triggering a handover.

The event triggering can include sending from a user
equipment a measurement report or other signaling based on
an event condition being fulfilled.

The apparatus can further include filtering means for fil-
tering measurements depending on the amount of available
measurements per time window.

The adapting can include adapting the event triggering
depending on a currently applied discontinuous reception
status or configuration.

The apparatus can further include re-evaluating means for
re-evaluating the event triggering when the user equipment
switches from one set of mobility parameters to another or
when there is an absence of a measurement sample.

The adapting the event triggering can further be based on at
least one of the user equipment having a lower number of
measurements available for mobility evaluation per time
period than a given threshold, the user equipment applying
discontinuous reception longer than a given threshold, the
user equipment being in a low mobility state, the user equip-
ment being in a high mobility, the user equipment being slow
moving, or the user equipment being fast moving.

The determining can include monitoring availability based
on at least one of previously observed measurement activity,
known or predicted near-future measurement availability, a
number of measurement opportunities during a certain time
window, a number of active subframes the user equipment has
had during at least one previous discontinuous reception
cycle or predetermined time window, or configured discon-
tinuous reception parameters.

An apparatus according to certain embodiments includes
adapting means for adapting one or more mobility parameters
based on measurement availability or measurement rate. The
apparatus also includes communicating means for communi-
cating the rules or adaptations to the rules to a user equipment.

The apparatus can include configuring means for config-
uring the rules by which the adaptation is done.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

The apparatus can further include monitoring means for
monitoring or predicting measurement availability or mea-
surement rate for the user equipment.

The apparatus can additionally include receiving means for
receiving measurement information from the user equipment.

GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS

UE User Equipment

EDDA Enhancements for diverse data applications

SPO Smart Phone Optimization

LTE Long Term Evolution

DRX Discontinuous Reception

RRC Radio Resource Control

E-UTRAN Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access
Network

RRM Radio Resource Management

EPC Evolved Packet Core

RLF Radio Link Failure

FTP File Transfer Protocol

BSR Buffer Status Report

PDCCH Physical Downlink Control Channel

RB Resource Block

RSRP Reference signal received power

RSRQ Reference signal received quality

We claim:

1. A method, comprising:

determining at least one of measurement rate or measure-

ment availability; and

adapting at least one of an event triggering or a measure-

ment filtering, depending on at least one of the measure-
ment rate or the measurement availability,

wherein the determining comprises monitoring availability

based on at least one of previously observed measure-
ment activity, known or predicted near-future measure-
ment availability, a number of measurement opportuni-
ties during a certain time window, a number of active
subframes the user equipment has had during at least one
previous discontinuous reception cycle or predeter-
mined time window and configured discontinuous
reception parameters.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the adapting is per-
formed when the measurement rate is at least one of above a
first threshold and below a second threshold, when the mea-
surement availability is at least one of above a first threshold
and below a second threshold, or when both the measurement
rate and the measurement availability are at least one of above
a first threshold and below a second threshold.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining com-
prises at least one of: determining a number of a plurality of
measurements available for making a handover decision and
determining a number of a plurality of measurements avail-
able for evaluating an event triggering condition that may
cause a report to be sent from a user equipment.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

measuring the number of the plurality of measurements

available over at least one of a fixed time duration or one
or more discontinuous reception cycles.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the adapting comprises
adapting at least one of a filtering value, a filter length, a filter
coefficient, a measurement report trigger value, a threshold
time to trigger value, or a hysteresis value.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the adapting comprises
at least one of: adapting autonomously; adapting under guid-
ance of a network, selecting between predetermined sets of
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parameters and adapting the event triggering depending on a
currently applied discontinuous reception status or configu-
ration.

7. The method of claims 1, wherein the event triggering
comprises at least one of: triggering a handover and sending
from a user equipment a measurement report or other signal-
ing based on an event condition being fulfilled.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the adapting the event
triggering is further be based on at least one of the user
equipment having a lower number of measurements available
for mobility evaluation per time period than a given threshold,
the user equipment applying discontinuous reception longer
than a given threshold, the user equipment being in a low
mobility state, the user equipment being in a high mobility,
the user equipment being slow moving and the user equip-
ment being fast moving.

9. A method, comprising:

adapting one or more mobility parameters based on mea-

surement availability or measurement rate; and

communicating the rules or adaptations to the rules to a

user equipment,

wherein the adapting one or more mobility parameters

based on measurement availability or measurement rate
comprises adapting at least one mobility parameter by
selecting between predetermined sets of parameters.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising at least one
of:

configuring the rules by which the adaptation is done at

least one of monitoring, predicting measurement avail-
ability and measurement rate for the user equipment;
and receiving measurement information from the user
equipment.

11. An apparatus, comprising:

at least one processor; and

at least one memory including computer program code,

wherein the at least one memory and the computer program

code are configured to, with the at least one processor,
cause the apparatus at least to

determine at least one of measurement rate and measure-

ment availability; and

adapt at least one of an event triggering and a measurement

filtering depending on at least one of the measurement
rate and the measurement availability,

wherein the at least one memory and the computer program

code are configured to, with the at least one processor,
cause the apparatus at least to determine the at least one
of measurement rate and measurement availability by at
least monitoring availability based on at least one of
previously observed measurement activity, known or
predicted near-future measurement availability, a num-
ber of measurement opportunities during a certain time
window, a number of active subframes the user equip-
ment has had during at least one previous discontinuous
reception cycle or predetermined time window and con-
figured discontinuous reception parameters.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the at least one
memory and the computer program code are configured to,
with the at least one processor, cause the apparatus at least to
perform the adapting when at least one of the measurement
rate and the measurement availability is at least one of above
a first threshold and below a second threshold.
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13. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the at least one
memory and the computer program code are configured to,
with the at least one processor, cause the apparatus at least to
determine a number of a plurality of measurements available
for at least one of making a handover decision and evaluating
an event triggering condition that may cause a report to be
sent from a user equipment.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the at least one
memory and the computer program code are configured to,
with the at least one processor, cause the apparatus at least to
measure the number of the plurality of measurements avail-
able over at least one of a fixed time duration and at least one
discontinuous reception cycle.

15. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the at least one
memory and the computer program code are configured to,
with the at least one processor, cause the apparatus at least to
filter measurements depending on the amount of available
measurements per time window.

16. An apparatus, comprising:

at least one processor; and

at least one memory including computer program code,

wherein the at least one memory and the computer program
code are configured to, with the at least one processor,
cause the apparatus at least to

adapt one or more mobility parameters based on measure-
ment availability or measurement rate; and

communicate the rules or adaptations to the rules to a user
equipment,

wherein the at least one memory and the computer program
code are configured to, with the at least one processor,
cause the apparatus at least to adapt at least one mobility
parameter by selecting between predetermined sets of
parameters.

17. A non-transitory computer-readable medium encoded
with instructions that, when executed in hardware, perform a
process, the process comprising the method of claim 1.

18. A system comprising:

a first apparatus comprising adapting means for adapting
one or more mobility parameters based on measurement
availability or measurement rate and communicating
means for communicating the rules or adaptations to the
rules to a second apparatus, wherein the adapting one or
more mobility parameters based on measurement avail-
ability or measurement rate comprises adapting at least
one mobility parameter by selecting between predeter-
mined sets of parameters; and

the second apparatus comprising determining means for
determining at least one of measurement rate or mea-
surement availability and adapting means for adapting at
least one of an event triggering or a measurement filter-
ing depending on at least one of the measurement rate or
the measurement availability, wherein the determining
comprises monitoring availability based on at least one
of previously observed measurement activity, known or
predicted near-future measurement availability, a num-
ber of measurement opportunities during a certain time
window, a number of active subframes the user equip-
ment has had during at least one previous discontinuous
reception cycle or predetermined time window and con-
figured discontinuous reception parameters.
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